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cation, that which fits ay 

fully, and magnanimouſly, 

E private and public, of Peace and War. 
4 | f. nl 
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"il the Offices, both 
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ſcribed to the Cand idate for the firſt degree i in Arts 


by the cuſtom of our Univerſity; and to fuggeſt, 
what appears to me, a Practicable Scheme for 1 its 
Improvement. | | 


| In the proſecution of my purpoſe, 1 do not think. 


t neceſſary to begin with developing the primary 
deſign of our Anceſtors in Academical Foundations; 
nor ſhall I treſpaſs upon my Reader's patience by | 
an enquiry, how far change of circumſtances, and 


ſeaſons, may convey to us a right e of departing from 


the traditionary forms of Education, in” theſe ſeats of 
literature: I ſhall ſuppoſe, according to the general 


Idea, that they ought to be conlidered as Seminaries 


of ſocial life; and ſhall therefore conclude, if the 
Plan, at preſent purſued i in our Univerſities, ſhould,” 


upon due conſideration, appear to be materially de- 
fective, that there is, ſomewhere or other, lodged a 
Power of introducing ſuch Regulations, as may 


enable them more fully to ver. the Nn! 


| 9 10 of their Eſtabliſhment, 
7 x | | 6 
ꝑ—z Whether 


TY; intention, in this little Trac, 18 to g offer my ; 
. ſentiments upon the courſe of ſtudy, pre- 


for the information of youth in thoſe ſtudies, which 
have a tendency to fit them for the various ſcenes 


Pi 


1 ) 
Whether the Emendation, propoſed i in the follow: 


| ing Pages, be expedient in our preſent circumſtances, 
is the Queſtion, which is now, with all Humility, 


ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Public; and this 


upon the preſumption, that the Public is intereſted 
in its deciſion. It is only requeſted, that, if any. 
ſentiments occur in the progreſs of my Argument, 
which ſhall be thought offenſive, it may be attentively 
and diſpaſſionately conſidered, whether they are not 
juſtly founded, and whether they do not immediately 
ariſe from the nature of the ſubject now before us. 


The diſcharge of my Duty in the office of Moc 


derator, to which I was five times called by the voice 
of the Univerſity, together with my Engagements 


as a Tutor, for the ſpace of more than fifteen years, 


have been the occaſion of my affording a more than 
| ordinary. degree of attention to the various parts of 
our Academical Courſe; and therefore I. truſt I 
may preſume ſo far upon my knowledge of our Form 
of Literary Difcipline, and my acquaintance with 
the movements of the Youthful Mind, as to hint, 
what appears to me exceptionable in our preſent 
Syſtem of Education, and to ſuggeſt the Model of 
an Inſtitution, in my Idea, approaching nearer to 
perfection. In the diſcuſſion of this queſtion, the 


voice of Calumny, the effuſions of illiberal Reſent- ; 
ment, ſhall paſs unnoticed. But if the objections, | 


which may poſſibly be urged againſt the offered 
Scheme of ee ſhall be propoſed in the 


ſpirit 
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3 ) 
Pirit of Candour, they ſhall be replied to in the 
ſame ſpirit. Poſſeſſing a voice in the Legiſlature of 
our little Republic, I have an undoubted right to 
offer to its conſideration, whatever I may think will 
be conducive to our honour and advantage. But, 
I ſhall conduct myſelf in the ſequel, as a perſon who 
conſiders, that, although ſome alterations may be 
neceſſary, his own particular mode of effecting them 
may. not be the moſt eligible ; and, therefore, if it 
be rejected, I will endeavour to enjoy, in tranquility, 
the ſatisfaction ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of 
good intentions; a ſatisfaction, which is neither im- 
paired by a miſcarriage, nor enhanced by ſucceſs. 


It has frequently been objected to us, that, of late 
years, there hath been an enormous increaſe in the 
expences of Academical Education. I ſhall not 
inquire, how far this evil is to be imputed to the 
conduct of the Parent, or the Guardian: I ſhall only 
obſerve, that if this extravagance, and conſequent 
licentiouſneſs of manners, in any degree ariſes from 
our own error or inattention, both our honour, and 
our intereſt, are concerned in reſtraining them. 


Many perſons of great Character and real Worth; 
who have alſo manifeſted a tender regard for the 
intereſts of our Univerſity, have often hinted, that 
it is become abſolutely neceſſary for us to exert our- 
{elves with more than ordinary zeal, in the preſent, | 
alarming-criſis of national manners. And it is a 

B 2 .- > 


£ wy 
"ks tod inclancholy to be inſiſted oniʒ chat a licen- 
tious and infidel ſpirit, diffaſing itſelf from the 
Metropolis as its center, at length hath penetrated 
theſe retirements; and hath produced appearances, 


peculiarly unbecoming a place, ſet apart for the 


an of ere and Lain — fat | 


ole 294k Uo been fogjetied, char it Fi | 


= ſeverity of our diſcipline we can hope to 
effect a removal of evils, which ſeem to threaten out 
deſtruction. I am from my heart diſpoſed to look 


with approbation upon every ordinance, which has 


a tendency to produce a decent and regular deport- 
ment: but, if I conjecture right, that truly por- 


tentous diflipation, which does us ſuch diſcredit in 
the eſtimation of the ſerious part of Mankind, ariſes 
not ſo much from a relaxation of diſcipline, as from 


| the denial of indulgence to a virtuous affection of 
the ſoul, formerly cultivated with the moſt aſſi- 
duous care, and honoured in the Inſtitutions: of the 
wiſeſt States, as a paſſion, productive of the . 
n e ne to the Public: Welfare. 
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ſteadily ſupported, may poſſibly reſtore to us a por- 
tion of our former Reputation. But, when I reflect 


upon the particular nature of thoſe corruptions 


which mark the manners of the preſent times, I 


own J am inclined to prefer that mode of Refor- 


| ny 'which- td * the minds of youth 
from 


| 1 n ben the emulative afſer- 


yn 0 3 N. 
from the purſuit of each inferior dtn) 
propoſing to their view ſuch objects as ate truly | 


deſerving of ' their attention; which, at the [ſame 


time that it prevents the commiſſion of Vice, b 


diminiſhing the number and efficacy of its tempta- 
tions, rouſes to the practice of every are n 


by the nen 1 of ee o ft 2951 


£393 17 Mn lair 
The time of life, whe Ne 3 Pe Resten are 
approaching to their maturity, ſhould unqueſtibn- 


aby be choſen, as the proper ſeaſon for inſtilling 


thoſe Principles of Virtue, Learning, and Religion; 
which are moſt likely to render wo qo: to dur 
r de uy app” anne geen ot Hens 
t $2.4 1474.35 BY 2117 


Rt chis Peet the ſpit of Ease Aren is found 
in greateſt force: It conſtitutes a motive, more 


generous than the ſelfiſh, ſenſual paſlions; which, 


according to the uſual courſe of nature, prevail in 
earlier life; but leſs exalted than that fervent᷑ love of 


Human Kind, which is intended by the gets 
our Pp to be the insane! n e 


2. -» = 


1 has W been | ben char * aſhes. 


tions of the human mind riſe by a neceſſary pro- 
greſs, in beautiful ſucceſſion, each being intro-. 


ductory to affections of a nobler kind; chat each has 
its limited time of acting; that it is our wiſdom to 
convert them to their nobleſt objects; and that if, 


tions 


C6) 
ons moſt prevail, ſhould be. beg, it will be 


in vain that we afterwards endeavour to impreſs the 
mind with the ardour of Improvement, or to ſtamp. 


it * the er * me ne Virtue. 


3 


1 + ſtem of 3 ee. ang 3 com- 


plete, i in which the ſpirit of Emulation is either par. 
yy 38 or e dir el. 
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Bat! in the Vniverkry: * Fey A great part 
of. the Students have no opportunity of exerting 
their abilities, under the influence of this generous 


paſſion... And in thoſe. inſtances wherein i it is ſuf- 
fered to manifeſt its power, its forcę is expended in 


the acquiſition of a ſpecies of Learning, which, 


however excellent in many reſpects, certainly has 
not a reaſonable claim to the diſtinguiſned Privi- 


leges, which it enjoys at preſent in this Seat of 
Literature; inaſmuch as it neither prepares our 


ſtudents for a creditable entrance upon thoſe par- 
_ ticular Profeſſions, to which the higheſt Honours 
and Emoluments are annexed in Civil Life; nor 


_ tends immediately to fit them for a general com- 


merce with the nn 


. us, „ for e enquire what field i is 3 | 
for its exertion, in the caſe of Candidates for me. 


firſt . in Arts. 


Wy 


The falicitade, previous to an Examination for 


the 
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the Bachelor's degree, and the joy, conſequent upon 
paſſing through it with ſucceſs, evidently demon- 


ſtrate, that an uncommon ardour of Emulation 
actuates the breaſt of each aſpirant to thoſe ho- 


nourable diſtinctions, which the n thes 


beſtows — her moſt approved ſons. 


| But, even in this caſe, the objec of nl ak is 
removed at too great a diſtance from the time of 


admiſſion, for the Emulative P *. to act uni- 


ne 

— ſhews, that the pats dangerous nnd 
rations await the youth at his firſt entrance upon 
Academical Life. And common ſenſe ſeems to 
dictate, that at this time we ſhould, with peculiar 
care, endeavour to confirm the. habits. of appli- 
cation, gained in each inferior Seminary, by a more 
extenſive exerciſe of the Emulative Affections, and 
trials of a more important kind. Yet, ſtrange as it 
muſt appear to every Perſon, who affords the matter 
a moment's conſideration, no evidence is required 
of the Student's proficiency in the courſe preſcribed 
by the cuſtom of the Univerſity, until the time of 
his appearance as a Diſputant in the Public Schools. 


Hence, the firſt years of reſidence are too gene- 
rally ſpent in indolence, or extravagance; the laſt 
in an obſtinate courſe of labours, which enfeeble 
the mental powers of the ſtudent, at the ſame time 

that 


(8) 


tht they have not unſrequenty n Kev w be 
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AU 190 
A «lg alſo: we may account for the A 
improyements, made in each branch of Science by 
thoſe numerous ſtudents, who, for various reaſons, 
do not find it expedient to continue their reſidence 
among us till the uſual time of” . _ 
ws of Arts. ena! : 
l. no proper 8 are in 1 4 on 
W - to Youthful Emulation, the active Imagination 1s 
| unavoidably led to employ itſelf in the ſearch of 
leſs worthy Gratifications ; and .henee "that ardour 
of excelling, which in the Penſioner exerts itſelf in 
the inveſtigation of Philoſophic truth, diſpoſes the 
Fellow commoner to aim at diſtinguiſhing himſelf 
in every faſhionable mode of diffipation. This is 
an evil the more to be lamented, as the ſuperiority 


render their literary attainments more extenſively 
- beneficlalto their Country. And, indeed, it is often 
among themſelves conſidered as a matter of com- 


verſity, they are in a manner excluded from all op- 
portunity of diſplaying their talents in common 
with their affociates 3 talents, which, improved by 
culture in the Seat of the Muſes, might hereafter 
render them eminently uſeful in the more . 
ſcenes of ſocial L. | | 


Nor 


of fortune, in chat order of our ſtudents, would 


plaint, that, by the preſent conſtitution of the Uni- 


tay 


Nor is the partiality, afforded to one particular a 
branch of ſtudy by the cuſtom of the Univerſity, leſs 
reprehenſible; whether we conſider Academical 
Education as initiatory into the ſtudies of any par- 
ticular Profeſſion, or as preparatory to a more en- 
larged intercourſe with Mankind. 


I am duly ſenſible of the many good conſequences, 
| which are derived from a moderate attention to the 
prevailing ſtudies of this place: they give ſtrength 
and ſolidity to the judgement, and call forth thofe 

inventive powers, which, in after life, may be ſuc- 
ceſsfully applied to the inveſtigation of elegant and 
uſeful problems in every valuable Art. The know- 
ledge of Nature, and of her laws, is, in a peculiar 
manner, ſuited to the ever inquiſitive mind of man; 
and, by the variety and extenſive magnificence of 
the views which it affords us, tends to the abolition 
of thoſe narrow Prejudices, and confined Principles, 
which, at the ſame time that they forbid us to 
elevate our thoughts to the good of Nations, and of 
late Poſterity, very powerfully obſtruct the progreſsof 
our underſtandings to that perfection, for which 
they were . deſigned. | 


Yet farely the ſtudy of the Mathematics, and of 
Nature's Operations, ſhould not intirely engroſs the 
yourhfl mind.“ Enquiry into menden and 


| AC | | moral 
0 The late Inſtitution of Dr. Smith, were every other i incentiye to 
be withdrawn, would ſupply ſullicient inducements to the ſtudy of 
the 
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| { T0.) | 
moral truth, is accompanied with numerous advan- 
tages; and tends to produce thoſe fruits in public 
and in private life, to which we aſſign the names of 
the moſt honourable virtues that can dignify or or- 
- nament our kind: 


— 


It A s the niſhed compoſitions of Greece and 


Rome, that the ſtudent muſt dire& his view, if he 


- wiſhes to excel in juſt ſentiment, and expreflive 
diction; yet, excepting the encouragements given 
by the Chancellor, and Univerſity Members, 
. Claſſical Merit is altogether diſregarded. $ | 


The 
the more recondite parts of Mathematics and Philofophy. How- 


ever, it is no part of the Author's deſign, to diſcourage general im- 


provement in theſe branches of found and uſeful Learning; but ra- 
ther, by propoſing them as the objects of an earlier attention, to 


render their principles more accurately underſtood, and, conſequently, 


the ſtudies themſelves more exten fively uſeful to his countrymen. 


S It hath been objected, that the Expreſſion, made uſe of in this 


place, is ſtronger than the real circumſtances of the caſe will warrant, 


and that the Craven Scholarſhips, together with the Premiums ' 
given in ſome private Societies, afford a ſufficient encouragement to 
the Youth, who are ambitious of being diſtinguiſhed by the Luitre 
of their Claſſical Attainments. But it is requeſted, that the Gen- 
tlemen, who think that there is any weight in theſe obſervations, 


would reflect, that the ſaid Scholarſhips are only two in number; 


that the ſame Perſons may enjoy them for the term of fourteen 
years; and, therefore, on account of the unfrequency of the Election, 
that they cannot poſſibly be confidered as for ming any very power - 


ful incentive to youthful Emulation, However, as it muſt be allowed, 


that, from the time gf their Inſtitution, they have been invariably 
the rewards of Claſſical Merit, I will freely acknowledge that they b 


ought to have been mentioned among its Encouragements. Valeant, 
guantum valere poſſunt. 
With reſpect to the encouragements in private Colleges, they are 


altogether out of the Queſtion. The Intent of the preſent Publi- 


cation is to ſhew the Expediency, and even the Neceſſity of intro- 


ducing a more perfect Mode of Education into the Univerſity at |. 


large, 
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The ſtudy of Hiſtory alſo, that pleaſing monitor, 


which, as it inſtructs us in the errors of the paſt, 
affords us the moſt important documents for the 
conduct of ſucceeding ages, is not ſufficiently en- 
couraged. The Study of Elocution, that graceful, 


manly, Accompliſhment, which is ſo neceſſary to 
compleat the Character of the Lawyer, the Senator, 


and the Divine, is utterly neglected. And, to ſum 
up the matter of complaint in few words, almoſt 
every valuable attainment is defrauded of its proper 
portion of praiſe; while thoſe honorary diſtinctions, 
which ought to be the rewards of ſucceſsful labours 


in every branch of uſeful Literature, and which, if 


judiciouſly diſtributed, would fix the fervent at- 


_ tention of youth to each important object of purſuit, 


are, at preſent, diſpenſed, with a culpable partiality, 
in favour of the proficients in one particular diviſion 
| 2 | of 


large,—to point out the Advantages of diffuſing the Spirit of Emu- 
lation among all orders of our youth, —and to recommend each 
branch of uſeful Science, each valuable Art, each diviſion of politer 
Literature, as the objects of their animated Purſuit. In the pro- 
ſecution of my purpoſe, it would have been impertinent to have 
taken notice of thoſe partial Inſtitutions, which have been adopted 
by ſome particular Communities, with a view of obviating the funda- 
mental Imperfections in our Academical Courſe; as the natural 
effects of ſuch Schemes of Improvement muſt always be counteracted, 
and, in moſt inſtances, intirely overborn, by the far ſuperior In- 
fluence of thoſe honorary Piſtinctions, which the Univerſity holds 


forth as Incentives to Philoſophical Inquiry. 45 


I am heartily diſpoſed to allow to every Effort towards Reforma- 
tion, its proper portion of Praiſe, And it is with pleaſure I ac- 
knowledge, that the Ardour, with which the worthy Tutors of 
Trinity, St. John's, Queen's, Caius, and Chriſt's, have endeavoured 
to introduce the Study of the Greek Teſtament into their reſpective 
Societies, intitles them to the thanks of each conſcientious Parent, 


and the applauſe of every liberal Mind. 


cn) 


of The Sciences. The conſequences are Kich, as 


might naturally be expected to take place: The 


Academic changes the ſeat of his reſidence for ſcenes, | 


which demand accompliſhments of a different nature 
from thoſe, to which glory and profit are annexed 
within the walls of Cambridge—his acquiſitions 
appear unimportant in the eyes of his fellow-citt- 
zens—and he therefore either reſigns | himſelf to 


deſpondency, or ſeeks for happineſs in the gratifi- 


2 of a diſſipated Life. 


It may poflibly be anſwered, that the Studies, 


which I now recommend, are already attended to 
in public, and in private Lectures. I acknowledge 
it with pleaſure. And, were I diſpoſed to ſpeak 
diſreſpectfully of the labours of the many worthy 


and ingenious Gentlemen, who now adorn this place, 


the public and undeniable evidences they have af- 


frorded of aſſiduity, in the diſcharge of their re. 


ſpective functions, would ſufficiently refute my ca- 


lumny. The circumſtances, which attended the 


recent Inſtitution of a courſe of Lectures upon Mo- 


dern Hiſtory, reflect Honour upon the preſent Pro- 
feſſor: and, if we may be allowed to conjecture of 


the manner of the execution, from the animated 


expreſſions of approbation in the Audience, we may 


venture to predict, that very beneficial conſe- 


quences will hereafter be derived to the Commu- 


nity, from an Eſtabliſhment, which is wiſely calcu- 
lated to animate each noble and ingenuous Pupil; to 


— - ) 
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a vigorous diſplay of every uſeful Talent, a . 
extenſive Theatre of Public Life. With reſpect ta 
other caſes, wherein I may be allowed to commend 
with leſs appearance of preſumption, I can truly lay, 
that I have the honour of being acquainted wick 
| ſeveral Gentlemen, who diſcharge with credit, each 
part of their important truſt. But ſomething more 
than the capacity and fidelity of the Tutor is gene- 
rally required in order to the improvement of the 
Pupil: and that ſomething, the inexhauſtible fund 
of Honour would effe n ſupply. 


It may 1 1 urged, chat there i is no „ * 
engaging the Univerſity i in any ſcheme of alteration; 
-as the plan, purſued by the Maſter of St. John's, 
may be adopted in every other Society. Moſt high- 

ly do I reſpect Dr. Powell's character, with regard 
to his conduct in that department, which he fills 

with ſo much honour to himſelf, and advantage to 

the Public; but his method cannot conveniently be 

admitted into ſmaller Societies: and, even within his 
own, it has been obſerved, that the Emulation of 
youth, for want of a wider range, too often pro- 
. duces paſſions of a more malignant kind. 4 


„ 

1 It gives me pain to hear, that ſome Expreſſions in this paragraph, 
in which I meant to pay a proper compliment to Dr. Powell, on 
account of his Aſſiduity in the Diſcharge of his Function, as Head 
of an Houſe, have been underſtood in a ſenſe very different from what 
I intended. The Doctor hath confeſſedly effected the Eſtabliſument 
of Examinations within the Walls of his own College; and the fact 
was mentioned by me to his Praiſe. If an , highly bene- 


ficial 


C 


To exhibit the Form of an Inſtitution, which, ac- 
cording to the enlarged and elevated conception of 


MiLrox, is calculated “ to fit a Man to perform 


juſtly, ſkilfully, and magnanimouſly, all the offices, 
both private and public, of Peace and War,” ex- 
ceeds. the Limits of my Deſign. And perhaps the 
difficulties, attending the Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 
Syſtem, were even a Bacon to Propoſe one, would 
be really unſurmountable, + 


When C ircumſtances, however, ſeem to render it 


neceſſary to attempt an Emendation, it is not credi- 
table to decline all efforts to effect it, becauſe the 
Attainment of Perfection is placed beyond our 
Power. - A Reformation of the moſt material Errors 
in our Practice may prepare the way for more de- 
firable Improvements. And, as it is incumbent 
upon every Citizen to contribute whatever may lie 
in his Power to the Advancement of the Public 
Welfare, I have thought it my Duty to propoſe the 
following Meaſures to the conſideration of thoſe Per- 
ſons, in whom, according to my Idea, the Power of 
altering and improving our Academical Inſtitutions 

is veſted; and, I truſt, they are ſuch as will, upon 


due 


ficial in the main, has been 5 with one bad conſequence, which 

no art, or foreſight, could prevent, ſuch failure i is to be conſidered as 
bis misfortune, not his fault; and ſhould incline him cordially to 
co-operate in ſupport of a Propoſal, not liable to ſuch an Inconve- 
nience; a Propoſal, which, if carried into Execution, would proba- 
bly be the ſource of numerous Advantages to every other Society, at 
the ſame time, that, from his compliance, no ſubſtantial Injur y, but 
rather an Increaſe of Honour, would be derived to his own, 


2 2 3 


expedient. 


425 ) 
due Examination, 5 to be both pradticabl and 


* 


I. Let an ExaminaTion' of ALL the Undergra- 
duates, ranged according totheir-ſtanding inthe Uni- 
verſity, be ANNUALLY held in the Senate-houſe, in 
the May term, a little before the time of its diviſion. 


II. Let the ſubject- matter of this Examination be 
the Law of Nature and of Nations, Chronology, 


_ Hiſtory, Claſſics, Mathematics, Metaphyſics, and 


Philoſophy natural and moral; and ler no perſon in 
ſtatu pupillari be permitted to plead his order, a as an 
exemption from N it. 


III. Let the Claffe ME andportionsof Hiſto- 


ry, which ſhall appear moſt deſerving of Academical 


Attention, be previouſly ſettled by thoſe Perſons, 
whom the Univerſity ſhall delegate for this purpoſe; 
and publicly given out each year, as the courſe 


preſcribed for examination in the year which follows; 


and let honorary rewards be diſpenſed to thoſe 
ſtudents, who ſhall diſtinguiſh themſelves in each 


Diviſion. a 8 


IV. Let the particular portions of Mathematics 
and Natural Philoſophy, which are intended to be 
the ſubject of each Examination, be limited with 
preciſion; with a view of reducing, within due 
bounds, the application to a ſtudy, which, however 

| uſcful, 


„ cns 


(#6) 


uefal, "EP of late engroſſed too much of the aten 


tion of the — 


v. In oder; PR more powerfully to invite our 
Academical Youth to aim at excelling in Latin or 


Engliſh compoſition, let the donation of Books of 
the moſt elegant Editions, in which are - inſerted 


engraved impreſſions of the Arms of the Univerſity, 


and inſcriptions ſuitable to the occaſion, be ſuper- 


added to thoſe merely honorary Diſtinctions, which 
the Univerſity ſhall propoſe as inducements to 
* * | 


* 


VI. Let not the nie of that Royal F aide 


tion, which has always been conſpicuouſly eminent 


Vith reſpect to Claſſical merit, any longer be deprived 
of an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing themſelves by the | 
F diſplay of every valuable attainment, 


VII. And, in the Examination, preceding that 
for the degree of Bachelor in Arts, let not Improve- 
ments in ſacred Literature remain without their 


ſhar 2 of . 


It 
* The importance of the Subject requires, that 1 ſhould explain | 
myſelf upon this point more particularly. 


It formerly was the Cuſtom tor the Tutors, in every College in the 


| Univerſity, to give weekly Theological Lectures to the Students 
Under their care. Through what means, or for what reaſons, this 


laudable practice came to be diſcontinued at many of the Colleges, I 


have never been able to diſcover. It is a fact, that although the 
teaſonableneſs of the meaſure, and the circumſtances of the times, 
_ aall aloud for its 88 it . at preſent univerſally prevail. 


Theſe 


3 


rg Oe” 


Cap.) 
be is not intended that this Courſe ſhould, in any 
reſpect, interfere with the ſtatutable Exerciſes of the 
Univerſity : nor that it ſhould ſuperſede, but rather 


be preparatory to, the more important Examination 
for the Bachelor's Degree. 


- 5 0 i . hat che firſt Annual Examination 


| ſhould take place in the May term 1774: but that 


it ſhould comprehend only thoſe Gentlemen, who. 


| ſhall be admitted during the courſe of the preſent 


The bans rar 


Theſe Lectures, I am informed, were attended by all the reſident 
Students without any exception. They certainly conduced to 
keep alive, in the breaſts of Vouth, that Senſe of Religion, which had 


been inſtilled in the earlier Seaſons of Inſtruction; and which, it 


may be preſumed, formed their beſt Security, 8 the numerous 
temptations they were expoſed to in Academic Lite. 


- But, as, at this inexperienced Age, the Judgment i isnot ſufficiently 
matured to enter upon the diſcuſſion of points of religious Contro- 
verſy, it may not be adviſeable to require any great degree of 
Proficiency in ſacred Literature, at theſe times of public trial. 


If the Candidate appears to be tolerably well verſed in the four 
Goſpels, according to the Original, and can paſs an Examination in 
Grotius de Veritate Religionis Chriſtiane, he migkt be eſleemed 
ſufficiently inſtituted in Theological Studies for his firſt Degree. 

Bur, as many Students in our Univerſities are ſent thither, in order 
be properly qualified for the Miniſterial Functions, it may be urged, 
that there is a Neceſſity, in their Caſe, fora greater degree of Appli- 
cation, and an Attendance upon a more formal Inſtitution. 


It will be readily acknowledged, that a continual Courſe of daily 
Lectures in Theology, for the term of two Months compleat, will 
ſcarcely be ſufficient for this purpoſe. 


And, therefore, as the moſt ſuitable ſeaſon fr fuch Inſtruction 
appears to be that, which is immediately ſubſequent to the Bachelor's 
Commencement, it is much to be lamented, hat ſome proviſion is 
not made for ſuch an Inſtitution ; and ſuch Encouragements pro- 
poſed, as may be an Inductment with our Students to prolong 
their reſidence at College, for the purpoſe of improvement in a 
Science, of the higheſt concernment to the Public and themſelves. 


(8) 
However, if it ſhould even be ls ex- 
. to call the Emulation of youth, now reſident 


in the Univerſity, to thoſe manly purſuits, which 


tend to prepare them for an honourable diſplay of 
their talents in each active ſcene; there is every 
teaſon to ſuppole, that their native candour, and 
ing manners, would induce them chearfully 


td concur with the endeavours of their Supenors, 5 


in * ſo ann an end. 


1 might further obſerve; in favour of ſuch a 


ſcheme as I have now recommended, that it would 


afford inducements to Gentlemen of longer ſtanding, 
to devote themſelves, with increaſing application, to 
ſuch parts of Literature, as may be eminently bene- 


- ficial to them in their Profeſſion as Divines. But 1 

reſerve what I have further to urge upon this ſubject, 
until J am made acquainted with the objections, 
that may be advanced againſt the propoſed eſtabliſh- 


ment. In the mean time, I will with pleaſure 
communicate with any Academical Gentleman, upon 
the proper meaſures to be purſued, in order to the 
inſtitution of Ax NAL ExaminaTIONS; and I ſhall 


think myſelf happy, if theſe obſervations, upon the 


defects in our preſent courſe of Education, ſhall 


ſuggeſt any uſeful hints to thoſe, who may have 


more influence than myſelf in promoting a reform. 
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APPENDIX. 


F it ſhould appear expedient to the Senate to paſs 
a Grace, for the Eſtabliſhment of Annual Exa- 


7 minations, it is propoſed, that all Students of the 


preſent Year ſhould attend 
The firſt Examination in May 1774; 
The ſecond Examination in May 17733 
The third Examination in May 1776; 


The fourth Examination, for the degree of Ba- 
chelor in Arts, in January 1777. 


8 a; a mode of procedure, 15 to one already 
eſtabliſned, may appear more feaſible, than one 


cConſtructed upon a plan entirely new, it may be 


adviſeable to render the Proceſs, as near as poſſible, 


| conformable to the Examination at the time of the 


Bachelor' 8 Degree. 


And Sa it is propoſed, 
I, That fix Public Examiners be annually ap- 
_— * by the Univerſity, with Fo finally to 
7 + 95 determine 


\ 


Wan As, according to this ſcheme, the Examination of 1774 will only 
comprehend the ſtudents of a ſingle year, no more than two Exa- 


miners muſt be appointed for that year; four for the next, and the 
full complement of fix in each ſucceeding year. 


(20) 
determine concerning the honorary Rewards, in 
thoſe Diviſions of the Students, which ſhall be con- 
ſigned to or eee 


II. That the Students of the three years be 125 


In three N ane! * the — no ene 


III. That the Examiners, ſeated at ſeparate tables 

in the Public Library, examine the ſtudents of the 

reſpective years, in diviſions of ſix, eight, or ten, 
according to the method Rn in the eee 
; * 


IV. That all Regents and non- Regents, whether 


Doctors or Maſters, be permitted to ſend for ſingle 
Students (when not actually engaged with the Public 


Examiners) and to examine them in the preſcribed | 


courſe of the year, either in the Senate Houſe or 


Public LEY; as they ſhall Judge convenient. 


"TY, That the Examination laſt PONTA and that 
the time of attendance of the ſtudents in the Senate 
Houſe be from nine till twelve in the forenoon, and 
from three to fix | in the afternoon, 


— 
_— 


„ 5 4 © x a e F 5 * 


II has been hinted to the Author 4 ſome CA 
whoſe judgment he reveres, that a ſhort account of 
our Academical Exerciſes, together with a delinea- 
tion of our Proceſs in that Examination, which is 


77 
[ 


(280 | 
_ propoſed as the Model of the. projected Eſtablith- 
ment, would probably be acceptable to many, who 
are unacquainted with our preſent forms. In com- 
pliance therefore with their ſuggeſtions, he ſubjoins 
the following repreſentation of that part of our 
Literary Diſcipline, which is preparatory to the 
conferring of the firſt Degree i in Arts, 


IN the beginning of the Month of January, one of 
the Proctor's Servants goes round to every College in 
the Univerſity (Trinity Hall and King's College 
excepted) and requires a lift of the Students, who, 
in the ſubſequent January, intend to offer theraſelves 
as Candidates for the Bachelor's degree. 


The names of the Students, being thus collected, 
are delivered to one of the two Moderators, who 
tranſcribes them into a Book, for purpoſes, which 
will _ preſently explained. | 


Theſe W are annually choſen upon the 
tenth of October. Their proper office is to preſide, 
alternately, at the public Exerciſes of the Students, 
and to ex amine them, at the time of their offering 

F for their 1 
. Theſe Public Be are held in the afternoon, 
for five days in the week during Term time; the 
Moderator appearing a little before two, and fre- 
- quently continuing in the Schools till the clock 


ſtrikes four, 
Upon 


029 


Upon t the firſt Monday after the commencement 
of the January term, the Moderator, whoſe turn it is 
to preſide, gives written notice to one of the Students 


in his lift, that it is his pleaſure he ſhould appear in 


the Schools, as a Diſpurant, on that day fortnight. 


This Perſon, . is now called the Reſpondent, in 
a few hours after he has received the Summons, 
waits upon the Moderator with three Propoſitions 
or Queſtions; the truth of which he is to maintain 
againſt the objections of any three Students of the 
ſame year, whom the Moderator ſhall think proper 
to nominate, and who on this occaſion | are called 


8 


The Queſtions, propoſed by the Reſpondent, are 
written upon four ſeparate Papers, according to a 
form, of which the e is a ſpecimen. 


2. S. | 
"Plantie ; arimarii n retinentur in Orbitis ſuis vi Gra: | 
vitatis, et motu Proj. g 


Tridis primarie et f ſecundarie Phenomena 2 22 | 
ex Principiis Opticis. 


Non lice Magiſtratu Civem Marti tradere 2 0 


crimen Homicidii. 
— Reſp. Jun. 10. 


At 


(97 

At the bottom of three of theſe Papers, the Mo- 
derator writes the name of a Student, whom he 
thinks capable of oppoſing the Queſtions of the 
Reſpondent, with the words, Opponentium primus, 


ſecundus, or tertius, denoting the order, in which the 
pen ee are to appear. ; 


One of theſe Pupers is ſent to each Opponent; 
and from that which remains, the Moderator, at his 
leiſure, tranſcribes the Queſtions, together with the 

names of the Reſpondent and Opponents into his 


| When one Moderator has thus given out the 
Exerciſe for a week, he ſends the Book to the other, 


who proceeds according to the ſame method, and 
then returns * Book to his n 


T he e of Preparation being nw a 
Reſpondent appears in the Schools: he aſcends the 
Roftrum, and reads a Latin Diſſertation (called with 
us a Theſis) upon any one of the three Queſtions he 
thinks proper; the Moderator attending in his place. 


As ſoon as the Reſpondent has finiſhed his Theſis, 

_ which generally takes ten or fifteen minutes in the 

reading, the Moderator calls upon the firſt Opponent 

to appear. He immediately aſcends a Roſtrum op- 

| Polite to the Reſpondent, and propoſes his Arguments 
| againſt the Queſtions i in Syllogiſtical form, 

Eight 


O 


(24) 


| Eight Arguments, each conſiſting of three or four 
Syllogiſms, are brought up by the firſt Opponent, 
five by the . and three 17 the third. 


When the Etnies has for ſome time been carried 
on according to the ſtrict rules of Logic, the Diſpu- 
tation inſenſibly ſlides into free and unconfined 
debate: the Moderator, in the mean time, explaining 
the argument of the Opponent, when neceſſary; re- 
ſtraining both Parties from wandering from the Sub- 
Jett; and frequently adding, at the cloſe of each 
Argument, his own determination upon the point 
in e | 


— 


Theſe Eaercifet are improving; are generally well 
attended; and, conſequently, are often performed with 
great ſpirit. . But many Perſons of good judgment, 
_ obſerving, with Pain, the unclaſſical Latin, generally 
| uttered by the Student upon theſe occaſtons, have 
maintained, that the knowledge of that Language 
is not promoted by the preſent method of diſputa- 
tion; and have delivered it as their opinion, that 
theſe Exerciſes ſhould be held in N in order to 
| their abſolute perfection. 


he three Opponents, having, in their turns, ex- 
hauſted their whole ſtock of arguments, are diſmiſſed 
by the Moderator in their order, with ſuch a com- 
plant; as in | his n they deſerve: and the 
Exerciſe 


(25) 
Exerciſ cloſes with the diſmiſſion of the Reſpondent 


in a ſimilar manner. 


1 1 ee upon his return to his Chambers, 
e the merits of the Diſputants by marks, ſet 
oppoſite to their reſpeAtive names, 


| This Exerciſe, with the preparations Ry the ſub- 
ſequent Examination in January, appears to be ſuffi- 
cient employment for the laſt year. And the ap- 
prehenſion of it is ſo alarming, that the Student, 

after two years and a quarters reſidence, during 
which time no proof whatever of his proficiency is 
required, frequently ſeeks to avoid the difficulty or 
difgrace, by commencing Fellow-commoner, or by 


declaring his intention of proceeding in Civil Law. 


Theſe Exerciſes being duly performed, the Vice- 
Chancellor appoints three days, in the beginning 
of the January. term, for the Examination of the 
Queſtioniſts: this being the appellation of the Stu- 
dents, during the laſt fix weeks of their preparation, 


The Moderators, ſome days before the arrival 
of the time preſcribed by the Vice-Chancellor, meet 
for the purpoſe of forming the Students into div 
ſions of ſix, eight, or ten, according to their per- 
formance in the Schools, with a view to the en- 
ſuing Examination. 
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(26) 

.de the firſt of the appointed days, at eiglit 
o'clock in the morning, the Students enter the Senate 
| Houſe, preceded by a Maſter of Arts from each 
College, who on this occaſion is called the Father of | 
the College to which he belongs. | 

After the Proctors have called over the names, - 
each of the Moderators ſends for a diviſion of the 
Students: they ſit with him round a table, with pens, 
Ink, and paper, before them: he enters upon his taſk 
of Examination, and does not diſmiſs the Set till the 
hour is expired. This Examination has now for 
ſome years been held in the Engliſh Language. 


The Examination is varied according to the abi- 
lities of the Students. The Moderator generally 
begins with propoſing ſome queſtions from the fix 
books of Euclid, plain Trigonometry, and the firſt 
rules of Algebra. If any perſon fails in an anſwer, 
the queſtion goes to the next. From the Elements 
of Mathematics, a tranſition is made to the four 
branches of Philoſophy, viz. Mechanics, Hydro- 
ſtatics, apparent Aſtronomy, and Optics, as ex- 
plained in the works of Maclaurin, Cotes, Helſham, 
Hamilton, Rutherforth, Keill, Long, Ferguſon, and 
Smith. If the Moderator finds the ſet of Queſ- 
tioniſts, under Examination, capable of anſwering 
him, he proceeds to the eleventh and twelfth books 
of Euclid, Conic Sections, Spherical Trigonometry, 
Fix higher paſts of Algebra, and Sir Iſaac Newton's 

Principia; ; 


(27) 


Principia; more particularly thoſe Sections, which 


treat of the Motion of Bodies in eccentric and re- 


volving Orbits—the mutual Action of Spheres, 


_ compoſed of Particles attracting each other accord- 
ing to various Laws—the Theory of Pulſes, pro- 
pagated through Elaſtic Mediums—and the ſtu- 
pendous Fabric of the World. Having cloſed the 
_ Philoſophical Examination, he ſometimes aſks a few 

Queſtions in Locke's Effay on the Human Under- 


ſtanding, Butler's Analogy, or Clarke's Attributes. 


But as the higheſt Academical Diſtinctions are in- 
variably given to the beſt proficients in Mathematics 


and Natural Philoſophy, a very ſuperficial know- 


ledge in Morality and Metaphyſics will ſuffice, + 


5 When the Diviſion under Examination is one of | 
the higher Claſſes, Problems are alſo propoſed, with 
which the Student retires to a diſtant part of the 


Senate Houſe, and returns, with his Solution upon 


Paper, to the Moderator, who, at his leiſure, com- 
pares it with the Solutions of other Students, to whom 


the {ame Problems have been propoſed. 


The Extraction of Roots, the Arithmetic of 
Surds, the Invention of Diviſors, the Reſolution of 
| Quadratic, Cubic, and Biquadratic Equations; to- 
| gether with the Doctrine of Fluxions, and its Ap- 


plication to the Solution of Queſtions de Maximis 


et Minimis, to the finding of Areas, to the Recti- 
fication of Curves, the Inveſtigation of the Centers 
| E 2 „„ 
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(28) 


of Gravity and Oſcillation, and to the nn. 
of Bodies, agitated, according to various Laws, by 


TCentripetal Forces, as unfolded, and exemplified, in 


the Fluxional Treatiſes of Lyons, Saunderſon, Simp- 


ſon, Emerſon, Maclaurin, and Newton, generally 
form the ſubject matter of theſe Problems. | 


: When the Clock ſtrikes nine, the Queſtioniſts 2 
are diſmiſſed to breakfaſt: they return at half paſt 
nine, and ſtay till eleven; they go in again at half 


paſt one, and ſtay till three; and laſtly, they return 


at hal paſt three, and ſtay till five. 


The hours of attendance are the ſame upon ths 


| ſubſequent . | | 


On the third day me are anally aiſiiſſed * 


977575 = 


During the hours of attendance, every Diviſion 


is twice examined in form, once by each of the 
Moderators, who are engaged for the whole time 


in this employment. 


As the Queſtioniſts are examined in diviſions of 


only {ix or eight at a time, but a ſmall portion of 
the whole number is engaged, at any particular hour, 


with the Moderators; and, therefore, if there were 
no further Examination, much time would remain 


e. 
But 


18 * 


But the Moderator's enquiry into the Merits of 
the Candidates forms the leaſt material part of the 
* 


The Fathers of Fo ——_ Colleges, wales : 
for the Credit of the Societies, of which they are 
the Guardians, are inceſſantly employed in examin- 
ing thoſe Students, who appear molt likely to con- 
teſt the nn of Glory We their Sons. 


This part of the proces is as follows: 


The Father of a College takes the Student of a 
different College aſide, and, ſometimes for an hour 
and an half together, ſtrictly examines him in every 
part of Mathematics and Philoſophy, which he Pro- 
feſſes to have read. | 


After he hath, from this Examination, formed an 
accurate idea of the Student's abilities and acquired 
knowledge, he makes a report of his abſolute or 
comparative merit to the Moderators, and to every 

other Father who ſhall aſk him the queſtion. 


Beſides the Fathers, all Maſters of Arts, and 

Doctors of whatever faculty they be, have the li- 
berty of examining whom they pleaſe; and they 
alſo report the event of each trial, to every Perſon 
who ſhall make the enquiry, 


The 


(30). 


1 1 he Moderators and Fathers meet at breakfaſt, 
and at dinner. From the variety of Reports, taken 
in connection with their own Examination, the 
former are enabled, about the cloſe of the ſecond 
day; ſo far to ſettle the comparative merits of the 
Candidates, as to agree upon the names of four and 
twenty, who to them appear moſt deſerving of being | 
Ofinguiſhes by marks of Academical Approbation. 


Ĩ)beſe . . twenty are eee to the 
Proctors for their priyate Examination, and, if ap- 
proved by them, and no reaſon appears againſt ſuch 
placing of them from any ſubſequent enquiry, their 
names are ſet down in two diviſions, according to 
that order, in which they deſerve to ſtand—are af- 
terwards printed—and read over upon a ſolemn day, 
in the preſence of the Vice-Chancellor, and of the 
_—— . 1 


The names of the owl, 1 in the courſe: of- 
; the Examination, appear next in . deſert, are alſo 
printed, and are read over, in the preſence of the 
' Vice-Chancellor, and of the aſſembled Univerſity, 
von a 15 e to the former. 


: Four 2dditional names are generally inſerted | in 
the former Liſt (which is called the Liſt of the 
Wranglers, and Senior Optime's) at the diſcretion 
of the Vice-Chancellor, two Proctors, and the Senior 
Regent; and the numbers are ſometimes varied, 
8 from 


=... 
from a regard to accidental Cireumffanses! In the 
latter lift, or that of Junior Optime's, the number 
of twelve is almoſt CN adhered t to. | 


It is to be obſerved, that no Student can vel a 
Candidate for the Medals, annually given by the 
Chancellor, forthe encouragement of Claſſical Learn- 
ing, unleſs his name 8 in the ferner of ern 
Liſts. e | 

The dem who appear to have merited Gab 
praiſe nor cenſure, paſs unnoticed: while thoſe; who 
have taken no pains to prepare themſelves for the 
Examination, and have appeared with diſcredit in 
the Schools, are diſtinguiſhed by PEEL tokens | 
of diſgrace, | | - 

The Advantages, attendant upon this mode of Ex- 
amination, are ſo obvious, that this account of it 
needs no comment. It is only to be lamented, 
that merit in Mathematics and Philoſophy ſhould 
be rewarded, ſo much to the excluſion of every 
other kind of Literary eto 


It may not be improper to add, than the p el- 
low-commoners (who are much favoured with reſpe& 
to Impoſitions, conſequent upon non- attendance 
at Chapel, and enjoy many other extraordinary 
Privileges) are releaſed, for what reaſon I cannot 
lay, from the obligation of appearing as Diſputants 

| In 


(92 ö 
| * the Public Schools: an obligation, to which Can- 
didates of the inferior Orders are compelled to ſub- 
mit. However, as every Perſon, about to be ad- 
mitted to a Degree, takes an Oath, that he has per- 
formed all the Exerciſes, required by the Statutes 
of the Univerſity, a mock Proceſs is inſtituted to 
fave thoſe, who have either performed no Exerciſe 
at all, or have not performed their full Quota, in 
the regular way, from the guilt of being forſworn. 
The Statute directs, that every Candidate for the 
Degree of Bachelor in Arts, ſhall, at the time of 
his offering himſelf for ſuch Degree, have kept 
two Acts and two Opponencies. All theſe the 
Fellow-commoner generally diſpatc hes, upon the 
day of admiſſion to his Degree, in the ſpace of 
ten minutes; reading in that time two Theſes, 
and anſwering ſixteen Arguments againſt ſix 
Queſtions; hearing alſo two Theſes, and pro- 
poſing, at the leaſt, eight Arguments againſt Six 
Queſtions in his turn. From the Precipitation with 
which the Candidate reads his Theſes, anſwers and 
propoſes Arguments, the whole of this Ceremony 
is very expreſlively denominated, HuDDLING FOR A 
DEGREE. | 


Ih attempts wn from time to time, been 
made by the Moderators, to remove the preſent im- 
perfections in our Courſe; but the Event hath ſhewn, 

_ * that the Evil in queſtion can be remedied only by 
the Emertion of a * * | 


In 


033) 


In the College of Dublin, of. which 1 had the 


5 honour of being a Member for near two years, 
Quarterly Examinations have long been eſtabliſned; 
and the uncontroverted ſucceſs of the Inſtitution 
in that famous Seminary, will, it is hoped, be an ad- 
ditional inducement with every Friend of Learning, 
to exert himſelf with vigour, that, if poſſible, an In- 
ſtitution of a ſimilar Nature may be 1 in . 
ſiſter e | 


Ie 18 wich pleaſure 1 acknowledge, that the Emen- 
dation propoſed in theſe pages, (which I have at 
different times, in the courſe of many years, moſt 


earneſtly recommended to- ſeveral of the Heads f 


Houſes, and Tutors in the Univerſity) was fug- 
_ geſted to me by the recollection of the Advantages, 
derived from the Dublin Method of Procedure.— 

And I was not a little confirmed in my perfuaſion ofthe 

Utility of the Inſtitution in queſtion, in conſequence 

of my ſubſequent obſervation of the good effects of 

thoſe half-yearly Examinations; which Dr. Powell, 
highly to his Credit, hath introduced into that So- 
ciety, over which he ſo worthily preſides, | 


* 


T - „ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


S the . Propoſal, for ths Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Annual Examinations, was honoured, 


upon its firſt appearance, with the approbation of 


ſome of the Heads of Houſes, and of a very con- 


ſiderable number of the Public Tutors, and other 
Members of the Univerſity; it may not be improper 
to offer ſome further Conſiderations, upon the Mode 
of appointing the Examiners—the Stipend to be al- 
lowed: them by the Univerſity and the Powers, 
with which it may be expedient to intruſt them. 


With reſpe& to the Mode of electing the Ex- 
aminers, it appears moſt reaſonable to conform to 
the Cycle, already eſtabliſhed for the nn 

of the Proctor. | 


— 


1 the onal Public Officers, 3 for the 


; Purpoſe of Annual Examinations, were to be only 
i two in number, there would be no difficulty in 
ſettling the manner of their Election. But, as, 
after the two firſt years, ſx Examiners muſt be an- 


nually appointed, it will be neceſſary that I ſhould 


explain myſelf more particularly upon this Subject. 


Upon Inſpection into the eſtabliſhed Cycle, it 
appears, that the Colleges, with which it begins 


— * 


1 


are St. John's and | nn . 1 would 8 
propoſe, that two Gentlemen, one nominated by 
each of theſe Societies, ſhould be choſen to, preſide 


in May, 1774, at the Examination of the en 
of the preſent year. 


| The Colleges, next in Rotation, are Chriſt's and. 
Peterhouſe. But, as the Examination, to be holden 


in May, 1775, will comprehend the Students of two 


years, King's College and Clare-Hall are to be 
added, as next in Succeſſion, Of the four Perſons, }. 


to be choſen from theſe Colleges, the two Senior may 
preſide at the Examination of the Students, .ad- 


mitted in 1773: the other two, at the Examination 
of the Students, admitted in 1774. 


The Enunination in May, 1 776, will c ompre- f 


hend the Students of three years; we muſt therefore 
now take the ſix Colleges next in ſucceſſion, viz, 
Trinity, Bene't, St. John's, Magdalen, R 
Fall, and Jeſus, The two ſenior of the fix Exa- 


miners, to be choſen from theſe Colleges, may pre- 


ſide in the Examination of the Students, admitted in 
1773: the two next ſenior may take the Students of 
17743 while the two junior conduct the Examina- 

tion of thoſe Students, who ſhall be admirted | in the 
7 5. 


The ae mode of Election is to be * in 


the appointment of kg Examiners, for each ſucceed- 


ing year. 
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Wich eſpect to the annual Stipend, it 18 propoſed, 
thive Ten Pounds be paid to each Examiner, out of 
the Univerſity Cheſt, within a week after the 9 
tion of his Office. 


„ ff +; 12 — 
a 


T he Powers of the Examiners ſhould be as ample 
as poſſi ible; ; and therefore it is propoſed, that they 
mall have full authority to preſcribe the Courſe for 


Examination, in the May Term, which is ſubſequent 
to their appointment but that they ſhall be under 
an obligation to give public notice, with reſpect to 


the Books, or portions of Books, in which they 
propoſe to examine, within a forrnight after the 


* = 
4. „„ „ ers 


It is alſo TRI that, although « every Regent 


or Non Regent ſhould have the Wen of examining 
any Student, in the preſcribed courſe of the year, the 
Public Examiners, annually choſen, ſhall always be 
conſidered as the final Judges of the comparative 


Merits of the Students; and that, having ſettled 


- theſe Merits from their « own Examination, and the 


Reports of other Examiners; they ſhall diſperſe 


a printed lift of ſo many of the Students, as they 


mall think proper to diſtinguiſh with honour, 
within a reaſonable time after the e of the 


| Examination. 


* It! is laſtly 11 185 a if the Univerſity ſhould | 


2 think wax to aſſign any . Rewards to 
| thoſe | 


Space of two Hours, namely, from one to three in 


02.0 


etioſe. st. dents, who tall-diftinguiſh themſelves in 


Latin or Engliſh compoſition, the Public Examiners 


of each year ſhall be alſo. the: final Judges af the 
reſpective Merits of the Candidates in un as well 
ok in weren, othe? Inſtance. | 


33 
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Mn Excellent Aa production, inen 


do the Right Honourable Lord North, Chancellor 


of the Univerſity of Oxford, the Reverend the Vice 


Chancellor, and the other Members of the Con- 
vocation, (in which the Courſe of Education, pur- 
ſued in that celebrated Seat of Literature, appears 


ro be very faithfully delineated,) having been pub- 


licly handed about in this Place; I truſt I may be 
indulged in the Liberty of tranſcribing from it three 
or four Paragraphs; for the Information of thoſe 

Perfons, who 'may be defirous of comparing. our 


Form of Inſtitution, as exhibited in the ne 


Pages, with 15 Oxford Method of Procedure. 


The deer Exerciſes for che Degree of Ba- 


chelor of Arts, as ſet forth in this ingenious Per- 
formance, are as follow; 


„ I. DispuTATIONES IN PaRviso. This Exer- 


ciſe is a Diſputation upon three Queſtions, either in 


Grammar or Logic; to be held three Days in every 
Week, during full Term, and to continue for the 
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. 
che afternoon. Every Scholar is obliged to per- 1 


form this Diſputation twice, and to be created Senior 


Diſputation once in every Term afterwards, to the 


end of his fourth year, He is moreover enjoined 
to attend it, when performed by others, during his 


| add wund, and fourth years, 


| This Exerciſe 3 is cada held, as he 6 


directs; and occaſionally ſuperintended by the Proc- 


tors, or the Maſters of the Schools. So long as the 
Magiſtrate-is preſent, the Diſputation 3 is maintained; 
but it cannot be ſuppoſed, during his abſence, .to 


be carried on with any great degree of Vigou: r, 


The Queſtions, as might reaſonably be expected from 


their Subject Matter, and frequent Diſcuſſion, are 
trite and unintereſting. The Senior Soph, once in 


every Term, comes into the School where the Diſ- 
putation is held, and propoſes one Syllogiſm ; which 
being done purely to. ſatisfy the Letter of the Sta- 


- tute, 7uramenti gratia, is commonly ſtiled doing Ju- 
raments. The Article of Attendance is, by univerſal 


conſent, rotally n and forgot. 


III. 2 UNDER BacuzLos. This Ex... 


erciſe is a Diſputation upon three Queſtions, i in Logic 


for the moſt part, but ſometimes in Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Ethics, or Politics. It is to be held twice 
by every Scholar, ſome time in his third or fourth 
year, and to continue for che Space of an Hour and 
an 


r | P 


wy. | 
an half. This Diſputation, as the Title of it inti. 
mates, is held under the neee of a un 
9 ing Bachelor. #7 69 

This Exerciſe is performed much in the fame 
manner as the preceding; except that, as it is held 
in Lent, the Schools are more AY viſited by 
the Proctors and Maſters, 


II. EXAMINATION. The Statutable Fxaminers 
are three Regent Maſters, to be appointed, in ro- 
tation, by the Senior Proctor. Any other Regent 
Maſter may concur in the Examination, if he pleaſes. 
The number of Scholars to be examined in the ſame 
day, or claſs, may not exceed ſix. They are to be 
examined in Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Ethics, 
and Geometry, and in the Greek Claſſics ; they are 
alſo required to ſpeak the Latin Tongue with fluency. 
The Vice Chancellor and Proctors are enjoined to 
attend Examinations: the former twice in every 
Term, the latter four times each, in order to ſee that 
_ are duly and ſtatutably carried on. N 

4 

The Appointment of End: by Rotation, 
has long ſince been diſuſed; and the number of Re- 
gents, conſtantly reſident in the Univerſity, is ſo 
ſmall, that it would be extremely troubleſome, if 
not abſolutely impracticable, to reſume it, In the 
preſent method, the Candidate ſolicits three Maſters 
to be his Examiners, and then obtains the Proctors 

">. Appointment _ 


6 


| Appointnient « or Liceat. The Maſters uſu ally per- 
mit him to chuſe his own Claſſics. It ſeldom 


happens that more than two or three Candidates are 
examined in the ſame day, frequently only one.— 
The Statute lays no Injunction upon Scholars to 
attend Examinations, and it is become rather un- 
uſual fo to do. No other Maſter ever aſſiſts at the 
Examination, beſides thoſe appointed 1 in the Liceat.”. 


I do not think 80 at Liberty to ſubjoin this 
Author's Obſervations, upon the preſent Mode of 
conducting Academical Education at Oxford, or 
the Plan which he has propoſed for its Improvement. 
But I cannot avoid expreſſing my Wiſhes, in con- 

junction with thoſe of many Perſons of Character 


n this Univerſity, that he would render more public 


his Reflections upon a Subject, which is ſo very 
en 1 — 


( 4x ) 


TW 
NARRATIVE. 


ACADEMICAL PROCEEDINGS, 


Relative to the Propofal for the Eſtabliſhment of 


ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS 
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


T Propoſe, in the following Narrative, to * before 
the Public, as ſuccinctly as poſſible, the Mea- 


ſures, which I purſued, in order to accompliſh my 


purpoſe, as unfolded in the preceding Pages; to- 


gether with the Nature of that Oppoſition, which 


hath hitherto rendered my Efforts unſucceſsful. 
But as, in the Courſe of this Hiſtory, Expreſſions 
will unavoidably occur, which, if not explained, may 


prove unintelligible to ſome of my Readers, it will | 


be neceſſary for me to preface my Account, with 
a ſhort Sketch of our Academical Conſtitution, 


A Gracs of the Univerſity Senate bears ſome 
reſemblance to an Ac of the Britiſh Parliament. 


3 Ordinance of the LxOISLATURE of our 
Corporation. Its Authority in all Matters, relative 


to Academical Diſcipline, is SurRRMR. And itthas 
been maintained by the ableſt Lawyers, as well as 
by thoſe of our own Body, who have been eſteemed 
| beſt acquainted with the Conſtitution of the Uni- 
SG: Vveerſity, 


— 


(4) 


ter; that, in caſes, wherein nothing is eaadted i in 
oppoſition to the Laws of the Land, neither the 
STaTuTEs of Elizabeth, nor the MAN DATORY 
LXxTTERSõ of ſucceeding Kings, although their Au- 
thority be apparently ſtrengthened by our uninter- 
rupted Submiſſion, can ſtand againſt the determi- 
nations of this reſpectable Aſſembly. 


Thoſe Perſons, who are Maſters of Arts, or Doc- 
tors in one or other of the three F aculties, of Divinity, | 
Civil Law, and Phyſic, having their names upon 
the College boards, or reſident in the town of Cam- 
bridge, have each a Voice in the Legiſlative Body 
of the Univerſity. The Gentlemen who compoſe 
it, and who have therefore a right to the appellation 
of Members of the Senate, are at at preſent. in number 
about n andred. 


The Members of the Senate are divided i into two | 
| Claſſes or Houſes; and, according to this arrange- 
ment, they are denominated Regents or Non-Regents, 
with a view to ſome particular offices, allotted to 
the junior Diviſion by the ſtatutes of the Univerſity, 


Maſters of Arts, of leſs than five years ſtanding, 
nd Doctors of leſs than two, compoſe the Regent, 
or, as it is otherwiſe called, the bite Hood Houſe. 
All the reſt are ſtiled Non Regents, or Black Hoods. 
But Doctors of more than two years ſtanding, and 
the Public Orator of the Univerſity, may vote in 


either Houſe, excording to their pleaſure, 
| 5 


(43) 
Every Member of the Senate has a right to pro- 


poſe any Queſtion, or Queſtions, he thinks proper, 
to the Conſideration of this Aſſembly. | 


| Beſides the two Houſes, we have a Council called 
the Capvr, which conſiſts of the Vice Chancellor, 
a Doctor in each Faculty, and two Maſters of Arts, 


| Repreſentatives of the Regent and Non * | 
| Houſes, | 

The Vice-Chancellor, who is annually elected by 
the Senate upon the fourth of November, is a Mem- 
ber of this Council, by virtue of his office. 


The Eleftion- of the other Meinbers de this. 
Council is effected in the following Manner. 


The Vice-Chancellor and the two Proctors ſeve. 
rally nominate five Perſons, properly qualified for 
the truſt, and out of the fifteen, the Heads of Houſes 
and Doctors chuſe five, But, in general, the Gen- 
tlemen in the Vice- Chancellor“ s liſt are honoured 
with the en 


The Caput i 18 3 choſen upon the _ 
of October. 


Every Propoſition, or Grace, previouſly to its 
being voted by the two Houſes, is to be read, and 
approved, by this Council. 

. The 


- 
_ . 


Cas) * 
The Six Perſons, was form the Caput, have, by 


Ovpcen] Elizabeth's Statutes, each of them a Negative 


but they have ſeldom been known to uſe it, unleſs 
ſomething manifeſtly abſurd, or obviouſly derogatory 


to the Credit of the Univerſity, is propoſed; inſo- 
much, that nothing has been more common than 


for a Perſon to give a Placet in the Caput, and 


a Non Placet to the ſame Queſtion, in the Body, 


upon the Idea, that the Caput ſhould be conſidered 
inthe light of a Committee, to prepare the Graces, 
in point of form, for the ſubſequent voting: as, with- 
out ſome ſuch regulation, it might be difficult to 


take the ſenſe of the Scnate, upon the real merits of 
the n. | 


8 a recs has paſſed the Caput, it is read in 
the Non Regent, and the Regent Houſe, and the 
Queſtion remains ſuſpended, till the next Congre- 


. gation. If, after a ſecond Reading in both Houſes, 


it paſſes through without a Non Placet, it becomes 
a Statute, provided the ſubject is of a Public Nature. 

If a Non Placet is put in by a Member of either 
Houſe, it is voted in that Houſe, and, in ſuch a Caſe, 


the ſenſe of the Majority prevails. If circumſtances 


require, that the Grace ſhould be conſidered as a 
Law, it formerly was the cuſtom to inſcribe it in the 
Proctors Books : but this part of the Proceſs has, of 
late years, been but ſeldom put in Practice. 


Theſe 


(45) 


Theſe Preliminaries being ſettled, I proceed to 
give a ſhort Narratiye of our late Proceedings, in 
the diſcloſing of which, I ſhall endeavour to demean 
myſelf as a perſon, who is unconſcious of any inte- 


reſted deſign, and whole ſole ambition is to ſerve the : 


Public, in a matter of acknowledged Importance. 


* 


On the fourth of November 1772, Dr. Cooke, 
the preſent Provoſt of King's College, upon his en- 


trance into the office of Vice-Chancellor, made an 


excellent Speech to the Univerſity; in which he 


treated in general of the extent and importance of 
Academical Education, and of the care and atten- 


tion neceſſary in thoſe who ſhould conduct it, with 
ſo much Spirit and good Senſe, as induced me to 
hope, that the favourable moment was now arrived, 
for the introduction of my long projected Inſtitution, 


Having drawn up a plan of Improvement, which 


— 


in ſubſtance was the ſame with that now publiſhed, 


I ſent it to the Vice-Chancellor, with a ſhort addreſs, 
npon the Fenty firſt of n 


In this addreſs I took occaſion to obſerve, that 


the prejudices, conceived againſt me by ſome Per- 


ſons of weight in the Univerſity, might poſlibly 
obſtruct the execution of my Project. I inſiſted 


upon the great probability, nay even apparent cer- 


tainty, of * (cocks were the Emendation to be pro- : 
: | Por ; 
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poſed. in form, by the chief officer of the Uniyerſity: 
at the ſame time aſſuring him, that J had reaſon to 
think, the Inſtitution, would be ſtrongly ſupported, 
were I even reduced to the neceſſity of l 
* myſelf, 


Too or three days after the delivery of my Pro- 
poſal, the Vice-Chancellor invited me to a Con- 
ference; wherein he behaved with all imaginable 
politeneſs. He made the proper enquiries into the 
ſtate of our Academical Exerciſes (he being at this 
time unacquainted with many partsof our diſcipline, 
on account of his long abſence from the Univerſity) 
and diſmiſſed me, with general affurances of his 
_ Inclination to favour any Scheme, which ſeemed 
en to ** che Cauſe of Literature. 


| It is to be obſerved in this place, that, both in 
my written Addreſs to the Vice-Chancellor, and in 
the ſubſequent Converſation, I gave my free Con- 
ſent, to his conferring upon the Subject with any of 
_ This Brethren, 


For 2 ſpace of about four Months, during 
which time the Propoſal lay with the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, I took no further public Steps in an affair, 
which, I conceived, was now in abler hands: I called 
two or three times in this Interval, to make ſome 
enquiries concerning the opinion of the Vice-Chan- 
chor, and of the Heads of Houfes, with _— to 

my” 


( Si 


muy Project. His anſwers upon each viſit were 


guarded, and expreſſed in very general terms. At 
laſt I plainly diſcerned, that, although he might be 
in his heart diſpoſed to wiſh well to any Project of 
Reformation, he was not inclined to combat the 
| difficulties, which might poſſibly have been thrown 
in his way, had he attempted to reduce his m_ In- 
tentions into Practice. 


| And ſince that time, I have had abundant reaſon 
to conclude, that in this, as well as many other 
Inſtances, he permitted himſelf to be influenced by 
the Counſels of a Perſon, who has always manifeſted 
an hoſtile diſpoſition to the propoſed Inſtitutions 
aud who has even ventured to hint, that he will 
diſpute the Power of the Univerſity to enforce Obe- 
dience to the Meaſure, in caſe the Senate ſhould 
think proper to conſent to its Introduction. 


- Diſappointed, therefore, in the pleaſing Expecta- 
tions, which I had once entertained, of ſeeing my 
Project introduced under ſo reſpectable a Patronage; 
I defired the Printer of the Univerſity to wait upon 
the Vice-Chancellor, for an Imprimatur to my Re- 
marks. Upon being made acquainted with the Con- 
| tents of my Tra&, he immediately granted the 
Requeſt; but did not hold any further converſations 
with me upon the ſubje& of my Propoſal, 


The 


| 
1 


448). 
The Traft was publiſhed on the ſixth of "PR 


1 immediately ſent a Copy to the Vice-Chancellor, 
to the Heads of Houſes, and every Tutor in the 
. "Univerſity; And had ſoon the pleaſure to find, that 
the propoſed Inſtitution was received with ſuch 


Marks of Approbation, as might reaſonably induce 


me to indulge the moſt flattering * of 
Succeſs. 


Pd 


” Upon the ſixteenth of April, I publiſhed a ſecond 
Edition, with ſome minute alterations; and, on the 
twenty firſt of the ſame Month, a Poſtſcript; at the 
end of which, I ſubjoined the following man 


“If no devel Objection mall be urged again 
the preceding Plan, the Propoſer will offer a Grace 


for its Eſtabliſnment, upon ſome day rap the di- 


viſion of the Fw Term.“ 


: During the Period 4 elapſed between the firſt 


| Publication of my Propoſal, and the offering of my 


Grace, no Objection was urged either in Public, or 
in Private, as far as, I could colle&, againſt the 
Eſtabliſhment of Annual Examinations. But, as 
doubts were raiſed with reſpect to ſome particulars in 
the method, I had laid down, of carrying the deſign 
into effect, it was ſuggeſted to me by a judicious 
Friend, that it might be adviſeable to propoſe the 
Kod 8 of the Expediency of Annual Ex- 
aminations 


(49) 
aminations to the Votes of the Senate; and to inſert, 
in my intended Grace, a Clauſe for the appointment | 
of a Committee of learned and active Perſons, to 


draw up a Plan for the Execution; with a Proviſo, 


that the Scheme, which approved itſelf to their 
Judgment, ſhould not be conſidered as the Reſolution 
of the Univerſity, until i it had been voted. in form by 
the Senate, 


In compliance with this Advice, I drew. up the 
following Grace, and ſent a Copy of it, before it 
was offered in the Senate Houſe, to every Member | 
of the Caput; at the ſame time, taking the proper 
Meaſures to have my Intentions publiſhed in the 
Univerſity. 


A Grace for the Eftabliſhment of Annual Examination. 

Cum Reipublicæ noſtræ plurimum intereſſe vi- 
deatur, ut publicum Examen, in Literis humani- 
oribus, æque ac in Mathematicis et Philoſophicis 
diſciplinis, quotannis ſubeat tota Juventus Academica; 


 PLacEearT vosis, ut ejuſmodi Examen in poſterum 
celebretur; et ut Dominus Procancellarius, Dr. 
Caryl, Dr. Plumptre Collegii Reginalis, Dr. Gordon, 
Dr. Watſon, Dr. Hallifax, Mr. Collier, Mr. Lam- 
bert, Mr. Poſtlethwaite, Mr. Joannes Hey, Mr. 
Farmer, Mr. Barker Collegii Reginalis, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt, Mr. Gould, Mr. Paley, Mr. Squire, Mr, 
Naſmith, Mr. Arnald, et Mr. Pearce, vel eorum 


| H 5 quinque, 


—— 


[ 
4 
lf 


(59) 
quinque, quorum unus ſemper ſit Dominus Pro- 


cancellarius, ſint Syndici veſtri] ad conſultandum 


de modo Examinatores eligendi et cætera quæ ad 


hanc rem ſpectant rite tranſigendi; ita tamen ut quod 
11s placuerit minimè Statuti vim habeat, niſi poſtema 


veſtris * comprobetur. 


Upon the eighth of May, [ offered my Grace i in 


form to the Caput. 


After three quarters of an Hour ſpent in Deli- 


beration, during which time, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, the Partiality of the Syndicate, as not con- 


taining a complete Repreſentation of the Colleges, 


vas chiefly objected to, Dr. Powell put in his Non 


Placet, (in giving which he was not ſingle) and the 
Grace was e rejected. 


b When the Vice Chanel returned to me the 
Grace, I defired, that he would condeſcend to ac- 
quaint me with the Reaſon of its Rejection; but no 


Aniwer was made to oy requeſt, 


"ION the tenth of May, I ſent the following 
Note to three of the Gentlemen, who compoſed the 
Caput, having made a ſimilar Declaration to the 


other three in Perſon, | 


« Mr. Jebb preſents his compliments to Dr. 
m=—— begs leave to ſend him the Copy of a Grace, 
which 


. | (51) 

" which it is his preſent Intention to offer to the Caput, 
at the next Congregation. If any Exception ſhould 
be taken to the form, before or at the time of pre- 

ſentation, Mr. Jebb will, with all due reſpect, attend 

to what ſhall be urged by the Gentlemen of the 
Caput, upon ſuch occaſion; as he has no other 
object in view, than to take the ſenſe of the Body 
of the Days upon the Merits of the main 
3 ER | 


This Grace was in ſubſtance the ſame as the firſt, 
It differed from it only in the appointment of the 
Syndicate or Committee. In the place of the words 
and names between the Brackets, were inſerted the 
following words, ce Syndici nominentur autoritate 
Senatũs.“ | 


-F 


No Objection being urged by any Member of 
the Caput, I provoſed my ſecond Grace to that 
Council, at three o'clock in the Afternoon, upon 
the twelfth of May. After ſome time ſpent in 
debate, the Vice-Chancellor ſent for me, and in- 
formed me, that my Grace was rejected, and gave 
the following Reaſons for the Procedure, viz. In- 
formalities in the Mode of conſtructing the Grace, 
Improprieties in the Expreſſion, and the Want of 
time for the Conſideration of a Subject, in its nature 
ſo important. As I had reaſon to ſuſpect from a 
Converſation, which paſſed that morning between 


the * of the L niverſity and myſelf, that the 
8 1 


(a) 

Idea of leaving the Choice of Syndics to the Senate, 
might poſſibly be objected to, as unprecedented, 
| I had prepared a third Grace, which, at the cloſe of 
the Vice-Chancellor's Declaration, I propoſed to the 
Caput. This Grace. was allowed to contain a fair 
and impartial Repreſentation of all orders of Men 
in our Uniyerſity. At the ſame time, another 
Objection, which I very accidentally heard had 
been urged againſt the former Grace, was removed, 

In the place of the words and names between the 

Brackets, was now inſerted as follows, Dominus 
Procancellarius, Dr. Caryl, Dr. Plumptre Collegii 
Reginalis, Dr. Brown, Dr. Watſon, Dr. Hallifax, 
Dr. Waring, Mr. Beadon, Mr. Collier, Mr. Lam- 
bert, Mr. Thorpe, Mr. Longmire, Mr. Joannes 
Hey, Mr. Gould, Mr. Farmer, Mr. Jepſon, Mr. 
Paley, Mr. Squire, Mr. Naſmith, Mr. Arnald, et 
Mr. Pearce, vel eorum ſeptem, quorum unus ſemper 
fit Dominus Procancellarius, ſint Syndici veſtri.“ 


This alſo was as rejected. Immediately afterwards 
I propoſed a fourth; in which, inſtead of the words 
and names between the Brackets, were inſerted theſe 
words, © Syndici undeviginti a Procancellario veſtro, 
quorum ipſe unys ſit, infra dies vicenos nominentur.“ 


The Council broke up ſoon after the Reading of 
this Grace; and the Vice-Chancellor 1 me, 
that it had met with the ſame Fate as the preceding. 


(53) 


It is alſo to be noted, that, upon the offering of 
the third of my Graces, to the Conſideration of the 
Caput, mention was made by Dr. Powell, of a 
Grace, to prevent me from offering any more Graces, 
upon the Subject of Annual Examinations. A 
doubt being immediately ſtarted by one of the Gen- 

tlemen then preſent, whether a Grace, of ſuch a 
complexion, would be well received by the two 
Houſes, Dr. Powell replied, he would undertake 


for its ſucceſs. But having reaſon to ſuſpect, from 


the manner, in which his propoſition was received 
by his Brethren, that a Negative would be put upon 
his Motion, were he to propoſe it in. form, he 


thought it moſt prudent to age the Subject = | 
Diſcourſe, rn | | 


Upon. the 25th of June, I retired into the Coun- 
try, having publicly expreſſed my Intention, of 
perſevering in my Application to the Caput, until 


the Point in Queſtion ſhould be ſtatutably decided 
by the * of the Senate. 


Upon the fifth of July, the following Grace was 
propoſed, by the Vice-Chancellor, which paſſed the 
Caput, and both Houſes, without a Diviſion. 


CUM Reipublicæ noſtræ nonnullis intereſſe 
videatur, Publicum quotannis totius Juventutis A- 
cademicæ Examen inſtitui; idque ipſi publice nos 
et obnixè expoſcant et cfflagitent;— 


Ne 


n 


; 0 54 5 
Ne rem tam ſpecioſam aut neglectui prorſus ha- 


| buiſſe, aut tam novam, tantique momenti, temerè 


nimis et inconſults arripuiſſe, Academie vitio ver- 


tatur ;— 


| Pracrar yoBIs ut omnes Collegiorum omnium 


Præfecti, tres Regii Profeſſores in Theologia, Jure 


Civili, et Medicina, ſeniores duo e Collegiis Sanz 
Trinitatis et Divi Joannis Tutores, et ſenior quiſque 
ex omni alio Collegio Tutor, ſint Syndici veſtri, qui 


conyocante Procancellario conveniant, collatiſque 


inter ſe conſiliis deliberent et dijudicent, an fieri om- 
nino poſſit ut iſtiuſmodi Examinationes commode 
habeantur an ut habeantur expediat—quo modo, 
quo loco, quo tempore, quibus Præſidibus, quibus 


Examinantibus, commodiſſime et ad uberrimum in 


bonis omnibus literis profectum utiliſſime haberi 


poſſunt; Quuicquid denique iis, vel Procancellario, et 
majori eorum parti viſum fuerit, in ſcripta digeſtum 


referant, et die primo Januarii proxime inſequentis 
apud Procancellarium deponant, cum ipſo protinus 
Cancellario communicandum, veſtriſque ita demum 


ſuffragiis legitime atque ordine ſanciendum. 


As the terms of the Grace did not require, that 


the Chancellor ſhould be made acquainted with the 


Reſolutions of the Committee, till the firſt day of 


the enſuing January, it was naturally to be expected, 


that the deciſion of the main Queſtion would not 


have taken Place, till after the diviſion of the Mi- 


chaelmas 


(55) 


chacknas Term; which happens on, or about, the 
12th of November: this being the time, when, on 
account of Lectures, the preſence of the Tutors is 
rendered indiſpenſable. The Committee, however, 
was convoked, by the Rev. Dr. Cooke, upon the 
21ſt of October. The debate, according to the beſt 
Information, ſeems to have laſted ſomething more 
than half an hour. At length, the Votes being taken 
by ſecret Scrutiny, fourteen appeared to be againſt 
the Inſtitution, and nine in its favour. The Proceſs 
was as follows: The Queſtion, concerning the Prac- 
ticabiliry of the propoſed Inſtitution, was written 
upon a Sheet of Paper, and laid upon a Table, placed 
in the middle of the Room. The Words, in which 
it was expreſſed, were taken from the Grace, viz. 
an. fieri omnino polſit ut iſtiusmod; Examinationes com- 
mode habeantur. Immediately under the Queſtion, 
were drawn two Lines, with the words PLACE, and 
Nox PLacer, at their Extremity. The Company 
fat in different parts of the Room, at a diſtance from 
the: Table. When the Voting began, the Junior 
Tutor approached the Table, made a ſcratch upon 
one of theſe Lines, and then retired to his Place. 
His Example was followed by the reſt of the Gentle- 
men in their order, till the whole number of Perſons 
preſent, conſiſting of three and twenty, had given 
their Suffrages. 


In the beginning of laſt November, I publiſhed a 
Continuation of my Narrative; and, in a feries of 
Obſervations, 


(5). 


Ge upon the conduct of the Committee, 
endeavoured to evince * informality of its Pro- 


| ceedings. 


| Upon the 14th of December, I propoſed the fol- 
lowing Grace to the Caput of the Univerſity, Dr. 
Caryl being Vice-Chancellor, and Dr. Brown, Dr. 
Hallifax, Dr. Plumptre, Mr. Hughes, and Mr. Coul- 
ſton, being Members of that Council, at 128 time of 
its Preſentation. 


cu M qguatuordecim ex triginta ſex Syndicis, 
die quinto Julii conſtitutis, viſum fuerit, Annuum 
Examen totius Juventutis Academicæ non poſſe 
commode haberi; et cum Quæſtio orta ſit, utrum 
in hoc caſu Gratiz, a vobis eodem tempore con- 
ceſſæ, ſatisfactum fit, quæ poſtulare videtur, ut ea 
ſolummodo firma ſit ſententia, in quam Dominus 
Procancellarius, et major pars totius numeri Syndi- 
corum abierunt; 


PLACEAT voB1s, ut ; Sendiai prædicti, Domino 


Procancellario convocante, conveniant, donec major 


pars totius numeri in unam ſententiam conſpirave- 


rint; et ut eorundem Placitum, in ſcripta digeſtum, 
arte diem primum Martii proxime inſequentis in 
Senaculo veſtro publicetur. 


This Grace, after ſome deliberation, paſſed the 
Caput, and was then __ for the firſt time, in both 


Houſes. 
Upon 


(7). 


* Upon the Evening of the ſame day, I read FA 
Grace, paſſed upon the fifth of July; together with 

the preceding Grace, and, in an AvvaAL to .the 
Members of the Senate, which was immediately cir- 

_ culated in the Univerſity, I again urged thoſe Rea- 
ſons, which, in my apprehenſion, rendered invalid | 

the Reſolution of the 2 Iſt of October. 


Upon the following day, at three 0 OM in the 
Afternoon, when, on account of the conteſted Elec- 
tion of a Chemical Profeſſor, near three hundred 
Members of the Senate were preſent, my Grace was 
read the ſecond time in the Non-Regent Houle... A 
NON-PLACET being put in, it was voted in that Houſe, 
and upon the Scrutiny the numbers appeared as 
follow: Nox PLaceTs 67, Pacers 38. 


Thus, unconſcious of an Intention to ü, 
the conduct of any Gentleman concerned, I have 
continued my Narrative to the preſent Hour; and 
have, with all faithfulneſs, unfolded the moſt mate- 
rial Circumſtances, attending the Propoſal of an 
Inſtitution, which has long appeared to me moſt 
likely to reſtore our credit with the Public. An 
Inſtitution, which, aftef many ineffectual Re- 
monſtrances of a more private Nature, I was at 
length prevailed upon to propoſe to our Academical 
Corporation, upon the Encouragement of Perſons, 

whoſe Characters I reverence, and whoſe Opinions, 
in whatever relates to the advancement of Literature, 

and 
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and the L ney of our «Univer, . iel it wt 
dom to reſpect. 


ii 5 I truſt, would be a alete 
Aeby, in the eſtimation of an indulgent Public, 
for the part I have taken in a Queſtion, which I was 


induced to engage in, from .a Principle of Af- 
fection to the Intereſts of c our Univerſity, and a deſire 
+ of being uſeful in my Generation, without the re- 
moteſt proſpect of temporal Emolument to myſelf, 


But I reſt my Defence upon the merits of my Cauſe, 
Upon the ſame Baſis, I reſt my Expectations of Suc- 
ceſs. If I have formed a wrong Judgment con- 
cerning the Neceſſity of Academica Reformation, 
If the Plan I have propoſed, after that fair and can- 
did Diſcuſſion, which is generally of 


either impracticable or inexpedient, the Syſtem 
itſelf, together with the Arguments urged in its 
favour, will ſoon be conſigned to deſerved Oblivion. 


On the contrary, if, upon an impartial Enquiry into 
the real State of the Caſe, Sentiments of a different 
Nature ſhould prevail, the preceding Inſtitution, 
haply approved by the Friends of Learning and 
Religion, may find an Advocate in every thoughtful 
Parent's Breaſt: and, in ſuch Circumſtances, neither 


the Force of partial Intereſts, nor of unworthy Pre- 
judices, will any longer be able to due its 
Eftabliſhment. & CW 


| Cambridge December the 20th; 1773. a 


orded to every 
Subject of apparent Conſequence, ſhall prove to be 
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. pub liſbed, by the ſame Author, 


A Short Account of Theological Lectures, now 
reading at Cambridge: to which is added, a New 
Harmony of the Golpels ; the Second Edition, Cor- 

rected and Enlarged. Printed for T. & J. Merrill, 
Bookſellers in Cambridge; and ſold by B. White, 
J. Wilkie, T. Cadell, Richardſon and Co. and 
S8 . Bladon, London; and D. Prince, & J. F letcher, 
at Oxford. Price 28. 6d. N . 
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